Coexistence of CRF peptide and oxytocin mRNA in the paraventricular nucleus.
Several studies have reported coexistences of peptides in parvocellular neurons of the paraventricular nucleus (PVN). However, the coexistence of peptides in the magnocellular PVN is less clear. Controversy exists in particular about the coexistence of corticotropin-releasing factor (CRF) and oxytocin (OX). Although these peptides are present in distinct areas of the PVN, some overlap may exist. This study investigated a potential coexistence of OX and CRF in magno- and parvocellular PVN. The data demonstrate with clarity that neurons containing both the mRNA for OX and the peptide CRF are present in subpopulations of magnocellular and parvocellular neurons of the PVN.